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not have been necessary for Josephus to assimilate a simple
practice of asceticism, and it may therefore be supposed that
Banos professed a doctrine which his mode of life expressed,
or at least a certain manner of regarding and interpreting the
Law, which required some study on the part of his pupils.
Evidently John the Baptist bears a great resemblance to
Banos.1 The Gospels stress the Messianic teaching of this
forerunner of Christ, and they have reasons for doing so which
are perfectly clear. Nevertheless, wt the voice of him who cried
in the wilderness " may have dealt with other subjects than
those to which, rightly or wrongly, the Synoptic tradition has
given currency.2 He also had disciples, distinct from the pass-
ing multitudes who thronged to receive his baptism of purifi-
cation and to tremble at his threats of doom. These disciples
are mentioned in several passages of the Gospels,3 and are
distinct both from the mass of pious Jews and from the little
flock of the Nazarene.4
About fifteen years ago certain scholars arrived at the belief
that the line of descent from the Baptist's disciples was not
extinct, and this led many to indulge in extravagant hopes
on the following grounds. A religion known as Mandseism,3
still surviving in a fragmentary form in Mesopotamia, has
produced a sacred literature with which scholars are now becom-
ing familiar.6 A characteristic of it is a doctrine of salvation,
the roots of which, it is claimed, lie in Iranian soil,7 and which,
assumes the form of a revelation, or gnosis. It has been observed
that this gnosis possesses undeniable 8 points of affinity with
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